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Welcome to the delayed edition of the September NewsNotes. This issue will
focus mainly on the Syrian Refugee Crisis but will attempt to look at it from
several perspectives and will suggest actions that can be taken on many
different fronts.
~~~

Why We Care
First of all, it is helpful to note that even the deaths of 71 refugees found in
the back of a truck in Austria, could not motivate the media to properly
expose the tragedy, nor inspire a response from people around the world.

However, the picture of a lone three-year-old boy, Aylan Kurdi, who drown
with a brother and mother on a Turkish beach, put a human face on the
crisis that caused many viewers to recoil and then to take notice. World
media was forced to expose the humanitarian crisis that had been
underway for months, or indeed, for years.

Refugee Crisis Linked to the Climate Crisis
For a unique look at what created the conditions for the Syrian exodus, use
the link below to look at this graphic depiction that ties the roots of the
current Syrian crisis to climate change.
http://www.upworthy.com/trying-to-follow-what-is-going-on-in-syria-andwhy-this-comic-will-get-you-there-in-5-minutes?g=3

Arms Sales Escalate Violence
The ultimate reason why so many Syrians have to leave their home country
is the destruction of the towns and villages by multiple warring factions,

including the Syrian government itself, ISIS, and US, UK and allied forces
joining to arm rebels against Assad and ISIS. It is claimed that 75% of the
arms used in the Middle East conflicts are made in the USA. In response,
Russia is reported by the U.S. to be negotiating new arms deals with the
Assad government. In addition, the U.S. is proposing a billion dollar arms
package for Saudi Arabia to quiet any opposition from that nation to the
deal negotiated with Iran regarding nuclear weapons. This sale of arms to
an already troubled region risks widening an already expanding conflict
with no hope of any solution.

Cluster Munitions
Cluster bombs are large weapons that upon being dropped from the air
separate into many smaller weapons to maximize damage when they fall
to earth, or when they are set to explode just above earth. These weapons
are primarily used against personnel. In addition, many of the bomblets
from these munitions do not explode on impact and remain live for years,
risking injury or death for innocents years after a conflict has passed.
Despite the fact that these weapons are outlawed internationally by the
2008 U.N. Convention on Cluster Munitions, they have been used extensively
in Syria as well as in the Ukraine and Yemen. The US, China, Russia and Israel
are among the nations that have not signed the Convention on Cluster
munitions.
Research also shows that two U.S. weapons manufacturers build and sell
cluster bombs-the Minnesota-based Alliant Techsystems (ATK) and the
Rhode Island-based Textron. Five other manufacturers are located in Korea
or China.
A December 2014 report from the Dutch watchdog group PAX reports the
U.S. is by far the largest financier of cluster weapons today, largely due to
the presence of Textron and ATK. According to the new report, more than
half of the 151 financial institutions with links to cluster manufacturers are
banks, pension funds and other groups based in the U.S.
These involve some of the biggest names in global finance, including
JPMorgan Chase & Co., Bank of America Corp., Wells Fargo & Co. and
others. JPMorgan's investment is pegged at more than $670 billion, while
Bank of America's is nearly $380 billion. Major asset managers and mutual
funds, including The Vanguard Group and T. Rowe Price, are also

implicated.
Perhaps it is time to review our portfolios and banking services to see if we
are inadvertently supporting the manufacture and sale of illegal cluster
munitions.

Responding to the Syrian Refugee Crisis
This week, peacemakers are gathering around London's Excel Center to
protest the upcoming Defense & Security Equipment International
(DSEI)arms fair. Pax Christi, UK; The London Catholic Worker, the Quakers
and Taize were represented yesterday when efforts to block the delivery of
arms to be displayed were successful. Protesters, including Sr. Katrina Alton,
CSJP protested the secretive sales of arms to participating nations in a show
funded by UK taxpayers. Instead, they called for the UK government to
welcome more refugees not arms dealers. The arms fair is scheduled for
next week. They declared they "have no faith in war."

In the image above, Sr. Katrina and Fr. Martin Newell participate in a
"funeral" for a child killed by the weapons being bought and sold.

Welcoming Refugees

Pope Francis has called on all parishes, congregations and monasteries in
Europe to welcome a refugee family.
There are at least four million refugees, most of whom find refuge in the
Middle East in Jordan, Turkey, Egypt, or Lebanon. However, services there
are poor, food is scarce and some have decided to seek asylum elsewhere.
Cardinal Vincent Nichols responded to the Pope's challenge to house Syrian
refugees.
The UK government has agreed to receive and resettle up to 20,000 Syrian
refugees from the camps in neighbouring countries over the next five years.
The Catholic Church in England and Wales will work alongside Government
and local authorities to offer welcome and support to those in need. The
refugee crisis is a huge challenge, not only in Europe and the Middle East,
but in many other parts of the world where large numbers of refugees live
deeply uncertain and perilous lives. Consequently, as a Catholic
community, and as a country, we need to be committed to helping
refugees over a long period. To sustain that effort we need moral
imagination.
To learn more about the plight of refugees you can use this link:
http://www.today.com/parents/refugee-crisis-how-you-can-help-syriaschildren-t42261

Donations
CAFOD is asking that you both donate and email the Promise Minister to
make your voice heard.
Catholic Relief Services is accepting donations for their work with partner
organizations in Serbia, Albania, Greece and Macedonia to assist with the
overwhelming number of refugees who are traversing those nations looking
for safe haven. They are helping to provide shelter, food, drinking water and
hygiene for the refugees.

The British Red Cross is also accepting donations for their work in settling
refugees.

Call the U.S. to Welcome Syrians
The United States should not be left off the list of nations that need to
welcome strangers. Only about 1,200 Syrians have found refuge in the U.S. A
petition to the White house to accept more Syrian Refugees can be found
using this link. Please consider signing and adding your name to the list
calling on the President to welcome more Syrian Refugees.

	
  

