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Advent is a time for hope and God knows we need some right about now.
Despite how many things there are to read below, or perhaps because of
them, I see hope in the words and stories below. So many of them tell of
people being active in trying to bring the Reign of God closer to a reality we
can touch and feel, despite how difficult it is against forces driven by those
who would divide us for their own gain. We are all offered opportunities to do
something to get involved, to make a change and perhaps to invite others to
join us who also seek a better set of relationships, and perhaps a better world.

As a justice promoter for a women’s congregation, I am involved in what
LCWR sees as a major transition in the role of women religious. Many years
ago, sisters moved from convents to the streets to serve the needs of various
people. Hospitals and schools were founded. Later, congregations realized that
their service was required because there were systemic injustices that needed
correcting. They began to focus on systemic change guided by Catholic social
teaching. Fifty years ago, NETWORK was founded as a new “political” ministry
for women religious.

Today, we are being asked to focus more on changing consciousness,
beginning with our own. Monday is the next step for us with a second two-
hour workshop building on what we learned last April in St. Louis. We are in
the beginning of a journey of transforming grace. After Monday, we'll have one
more two-hour workshop before convening again in April for a weekend of
work together. We hope to be a more effective way to touch hearts and minds.
Trainings will continue throughout 2024.

Whether we are engaged in a COP meeting, opposing nuclear weapons, or just
looking forward to some inspiration and hope this advent, perhaps you will find
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