
Vocation News
September 2015

When I reflect back on my own vocation discernment 
journey, I remember spending a lot of time on the WHY 
and HOW questions. Why should I become a Catholic 
Sister?  How would my life and ministry be different? 
Over time, I realized that the call to be part of a  
community for mission was at the core of God’s call to 
me.  It is in the company of my religious community that 
I am best able to respond to God’s call. My “I” has shift-
ed to our “we,” and that makes all the difference!

As you discern where God is calling you, I invite you to be-
come acquainted with our religious community. We were 
founded in 1884 to promote Christ’s Gospel of Peace in fam-
ily life, in the church, and in society. Our life of prayer and 
ministry lived in community sustains and challenges us in our 
mission of peace through justice.  Learn more about us in this 
monthly newsletter or via our website, vocations blog, Facebook 
or on Twitter.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org
 

“In daily living we create a community of warmth and trust
by listening and sharing,
by support, celebration and prayer.” (CSJP Constitution No. 17)

A community of warmth and trust ... 
               

www.csjp.org - www.csjpvocations.org

“The call to live 
community for mission 
comes to us from Jesus 

whose Spirit is the  
source of our unity.” 

-CSJP Constitution No. 13

Sisters and Associates gathered 
to tell stories around the fire 
at the annual Labor Day com-
munity weekend in the eastern 
region.

Scenes from around the Congregation!

Sister Mary Thorne (center) visits with Sister 
Chero Chuma (right) and her mother who 
travelled from Kenya to Seattle this summer.

Sisters Maureen Brennan and Brigid 
Phelan catch up at a celebration of 
the Year of Consecrated Life in the 
Nottingham Diocese.
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News from some of our Sisters in initial formation
Giving Voice by Sister Sheena George

Sister Sheena George attended her first gather-
ing of Giving Voice this summer. Giving Voice is 
a grassroots organization in the United States of 
Catholic Sisters in their 20s, 30s, and 40s. Sister 
Chero Chuma is a member of the Giving Voice 
Core Team and helped plan the conference.

There were 70 other sisters present ranging in 
age from 20 to 50. The vision of Giving Voice is 
to “create spaces for younger women religious 
to give voice to their hopes, dreams and chal-
lenges in religious life.” I felt it was true to this 
vision. 

The theme was “Crossing Boundaries in Re-
ligious Life.” We were challenged by the 
speakers to reflect and share on how we see 
ourselves as bridge builders and being present 
to the religious life that is evolving.  How do I 
see myself as a member of religious life? What 
qualities do I bring to the vocation of religious 
life that enables it to grow and be strength-
ened?

It was a time of joy, reflection, laughter, 
dance, and conversation. I left feeling affirmed 
and confident as an integral link in the ever 
evolving chain of religious life.

Right - CSJP Sisters 
Susan Francois, Chero 
Chuma, and Sheena 
George at Giving Voice 
Below - Sisters at closing 
Giving Voice Liturgy

Pray our Weekly Peace Prayer

Christ is our peace 
~CSJP Constitutions no. 1

‘No Faith in War’ - Expressing our CSJP Charism 
by Sister Katrina Alton

From the 7th-12th September thousands of cam-
paigners will take action at the Excel centre in 
East London as part of a week of action imme-
diately before Defence & Security Equipment 
International 2015 (DSEi), one of the biggest arms 
fairs in the world. The actions will take place as 
arms dealers arrive and aim to stop the set-up of 
the event.

This year, for the first time, a coalition of faith 
groups,under the banner “No Faith in War”, used 
prayer, liturgy, music and nonviolent direct action, 
to blockade the entrance to Excel, and ensure 
armoured vehicles were turned away.

the coffin to ensure that for a few hours the arms 
dealers could not continue in a trade that leads 
to untold suffering and death. As Pope Francis 
recently said: “War is the mother of all poverty, a 
vast predator of lives and souls.”

Instead of our UK government welcoming arms 
dealers, and using the police to protect them, let 
us continue to pray and protest for a disarming 
of hearts so that we may “beat our swords into 
plowshares”, and use our resources for welfare 
not warfare, for bread not bombs.

I joined with the London 
Catholic Workers in mourn-
ing the victims of war. 
Carrying a child’s coffin 
we processed through the 
streets and then held a 
liturgy at the entrance to 
Excel. Symbolically ‘blood’ 
was spilled across the road, 
and we gathered around 

Sisters and Associates across the Congregation 
pray our peace prayer, which is prepared each 
week by Sister Carmel Little. 

Recent peace prayers have focused on care of 
creation, the syrian refugee crisis, immigration,  
and the many places in conflict around the globe.

Visit our website each week to download the 
prayer and join us as we pray for peace!



Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

The Formation Program to 
become a Sister is open to: 

• single Catholic women (if 
previously married, with a 
Church annulment);
• with college or work  
experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy 
with God through prayer and 
life in community;
• who have the health and 
energy for community living 
and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to 
the charism of peace through 
justice with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

The Sisters on our Vocation Team are available to tell you more about our community or help you discern 
your call to religious life. We would also be happy to arrange a visit with one of our local communities of 
Sisters in New Jersey, the Pacific Northwest, or the United Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org 
Telephone: 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu 
Telephone: 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org 
Telephone: 425.467.5402

Sister Maureen Brennan, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com 
Telephone: 0115 9785816

“In accord with our charism we direct our formation toward the goal of peace 
for ourselves as individuals, for our life in community, and for our involvement in 
mission.”
                                                                                                          ~CSJP Constitution # 64

Contact our Vocation Team

We are the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
(CSJP)— an international religious community of vowed women 
religious and women and men Associates. We were founded in 
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the inspiration of the Spirit, by 
Margaret Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare. Visit our website 
-www.csjp.org -  to learn more about becoming a CSJP.

Formation is a life-
long process of  
creative growth... 

(CSJP Constitution # 63)
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