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 This autumn, I have had the opportunity to visit our 
CSJP Sisters and Associates in all three of our regions—
the United Kingdom, the Eastern United States, and the 
Western United States—as we gather for our community 
assemblies.  I never cease to be amazed at the power 
and beauty of our common mission, just as I give thanks 
each year to our creator God for the incredible beauty of 
the autumn leaves. Each CSJP region has its own distinct 
flavor, but we are all one Congregation, united in Christ, 
pursuing justice as a way to peace.

I invite you to become acquainted with our religious com-
munity. We were founded in 1884 to promote Christ’s Gospel 
of Peace in family life, in the church, and in society. Our life 
of prayer and ministry lived in community sustains and chal-
lenges us in our mission of peace through justice.  Learn more 
about us in this monthly newsletter or via our website, vocations 
blog, Facebook or on Twitter.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org

Our mission in Haiti began in 2009 to mark the 125th anniversary of 
our Congregation’s founding. We were invited to be a presence at 
Hôpital Sacré Coeur (Sacred Heart Hospital) in Milot, Haiti. The first 
Sisters arrived just months before the 2010 earthquake.

Community for Mission: CSJPS in Haiti
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“We are called to a 
deeper and wider 

living of community 
for mission in company 

with poor and 
marginalized people.”

-2014 Chapter Call

Sisters Maureen Boggins and Ann Crawley 
live and minister with the people of Milot, Haiti.

Sister Maureen Boggins teaches 
English as a second language to 
nurses and other staff at Hôpital 
Sacré Coeur.

Sisters Ann Crawley’s outreach program pro-
vides food, shelter and education. To date 70 
homes have been built, providing shelter as 
well as employment in the community.

Sister Andrea Nenzel visits with  
a patient during a PazSalud 
health mission trip to  El Salvador

“I have chosen to live my life 
not as a bystander, but rather 
to live in this world, in Haiti, 
as an active participant in 
fulfilling this dream. We all 
want our lives to matter and 
for the world to be marked 
in some small way by our 
journey. Haiti has taught me 
in order to succeed on this 
journey we need each other. 
We cannot do it alone.” 
                    - Sister Ann Crawley
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Hospitable Hearts: Call and Response
At our Congregation Chapter in September 2014, we approved 
our Chapter Call as a guiding principle for the next six years.

Disturbed by the Spirit, we recommit ourselves to Jesus’ way 
of radical hospitality.

We are called to a deeper and wider living of community for 
mission in company with poor and marginalized people.  Our 
contemplative discernment pushes us, individually and as  
Congregation, to action; deeper mutual support enables us to 
take risks for justice, peace and the integrity of creation.

As disciples of Jesus, we respond anew to the call of Mother 
Clare to be “brave, noble, large-minded and courageous 
souls.”

Read below about 
some of the ways 
we are responding 
to the Chapter Call

Stamp Out Despair 
Bringing hope & connection  
to immigrants in detention

Immigrants who are detained pending their 
day in court are isolated from their families at 
home and treated as criminals, even though 
many are seeking safety and fleeing persecu-
tion and violence at home.

The Sisters living at St. Michael’s Villa in  
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey recently  
assembled more than 190 packets of writing 
materials to help immigrants in detention stay 
in touch with their families. The Sisters also 
donated phone cards and stamps and included a 
hand-written “Dear Friend” letter expressing a 
word of encouragement in each folder.

Other CSJP Sisters and Associates are beginning 
training to visit immigrants in detention at the 
local County jail and detention center.

Sisters and Associates 
participated in a vigil 
outside the Elizabeth 
Detention Center, a  for 
profit facility that de-
tains immigrants in New 
Jersey. The vigil was held 
as a sign of solidarity 
for the men and women 
held in detention, and 
also to call for more just 
immigration laws.

Sister Alexine Anderson is a trained reflexologist 
who uses her gift of healing in her ministry with 
poor and marginalized people. Recently, she 
began offering reflexology to survivors of human 
trafficking at Bakhita House in London, England. 

     I am involved one day each week, and I 
feel this is a tremendous privilege. One can 
hardly begin to imagine the suffering, pain 
and horror these women have experienced. 
I hold them with great reverence and awe 
for the tremendous courage, strength and 
bravery they have shown in being able to 
escape such brutality. They are willing and 
ready to begin to build their lives again with 
the support and help available to them.
     When Cardinal Vincent Nichols visited 
Bakhita House recently he was delighted to 
learn that 12 Sisters from various Congrega-
tions are now offering their support, sharing 
their many skills. He asked, “How did you do 
it?”  One of the staff members told him she 
had spoken to a group of Religious and shared 
about the project!
     Bakhita House is certainly opening up a 
path of hope for the women who are traf-
ficked through London. The Spirit of God is 
certainly made visible when the right time 
comes and when the hearts of others are 
open to respond to the gifts.

Healing & Reverence for Survivors 
of Human Trafficking



Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

The Formation Program to 
become a Sister is open to: 

• single Catholic women (if 
previously married, with a 
Church annulment);
• with college or work  
experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy 
with God through prayer and 
life in community;
• who have the health and 
energy for community living 
and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to 
the charism of peace through 
justice with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

The Sisters on our Vocation Team are available to tell you more about our community or help you discern 
your call to religious life. We would also be happy to arrange a visit with one of our local communities of 
Sisters in New Jersey, the Pacific Northwest, or the United Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org 
Telephone: 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu 
Telephone: 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org 
Telephone: 425.467.5402

Sister Maureen Brennan, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com 
Telephone: 0115 9785816

“In accord with our charism we direct our formation toward the goal of peace 
for ourselves as individuals, for our life in community, and for our involvement in 
mission.”
                                                                                                          ~CSJP Constitution # 64

Contact our Vocation Team

We are the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
(CSJP)— an international religious community of vowed women 
religious and women and men Associates. We were founded in 
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the inspiration of the Spirit, by 
Margaret Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare. Visit our website 
-www.csjp.org -  to learn more about becoming a CSJP.

Formation is a life-
long process of  
creative growth... 

(CSJP Constitution # 63)

mailto:sfrancois%40csjp.org?subject=newsletter%20inquiry
mailto:moorea%40stjohns.edu?subject=newsletter%20inquiry
mailto:jmiller%40csjp-olp.org?subject=newsletter%20inquiry
mailto:maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com
http://www.csjp.org/join/vowed.html

