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Dear Friends,

Each year on June 5th we celebrate Founder’s Day 
to honor our founder, Margaret Anna Cusack (Mother 
Clare) and renew our commitment to stand with those 
who are poor. It is fitting that this year on Founder’s 
Day we released our Congregational Statement:  
Welcome Immigrants and Refugees. Read more in this 
newsletter about this statement and some ways we are  
responding to the needs of our immigrant brothers and sisters.

We are a community for mission. Our life in community 
strengthens and enables us to live out our mission of peace 
through justice. In these pages we share some pictures of 
recent joyful celebrations and community gatherings. 
Learn more about us in this vocations newsletter or via our web-
site, vocations blog, Facebook or on Twitter.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org
 

Welcoming Immigrants and Refugees

www.csjp.org           @sistersstjosephofpeace         @sistersofpeace 

“As the biblical tradition 
has linked the pursuit 
of justice with the gift 
of peace, so we believe 
that the promotion of 
justice is integral to 

our mission and 
spirituality.”

~Constitution 14

Read the full text of our statement on our 
website - www.csjp.org 

Sisters and associates are addressing immigrant 
and refugee needs by visiting immigrants in 
detention, providing housing for refugees, and 
teaching English to immigrants in the communi-
ties where we live in the U.S. and the U.K. Later 
this summer, the Congregation will send members 
to serve at the Calais refugee camp in France.

Sister Margaret Jane Kling is involved on both 
sides of the U.S. Border: “Many immigrants 
leave Central America because they see no oth-
er way to survive; but our congregation supports 
a small ‘emigration prevention’ program in El 
Salvador that works to provide education and 
job skills that will allow young people to obtain 
jobs in their own country.” (continued next page)

Sisters & Associates at 
immigration vigil; Sister 
Bridgetta meets and greets 
asylum seekers; Associate 
Diane Stoller and Sister 
Margaret Jane get ready to 
visit immigrants in detention
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Gatherings & Celebrations

In New Jersey, Sister Margaret Jane is one of 
many sisters and associates who volunteer with 
First Friends of NJ & NY to visit and support im-
migrants in detention.

Sister Susan Dewitt visits an immigrant in de-
tention in Tacoma, WA. “For over a year he has 
been waiting for a hearing, doing nothing, when 
he longs to be at work again,” said Sister Susan.

Sister Katrina Alton volunteers with asylum 
seekers at the Catholic Worker in Glasgow, 
Scotland.  “We are all one family in the eyes of 
God,” said Sister Katrina.

From our Congregational Statement:

“The sisters and associates of the Congrega-
tion of Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace want to 
express our grave concern for refugees, asylum 
seekers, and our migrant brothers and sisters. 
Our Congregation “had its origin in the found-
er’s response to the social concerns and needs 
of the time.” (Constitution 4) At our founding, 
we were a congregation of immigrants, serving 
immigrants, knowing their pain and suffering.”

Read the full statement Welcome Immigrants 
and Refugees on our website

Immigrants & Refugees (continued)

We create a community 
of warmth and trust by 
listening and sharing, 

by support, celebration, 
and prayer.

-Constitution 17

Pictures are indeed worth a thousand words! Here are some  
great photos from our Spring Assemblies & Jubilee Celebrations

Our Sister Jubilarians 
across the 

Congregation

Music,
Cupcakes

&
Dancing!

Conversations,
Selfies

&
Rejoicing!



Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

The Formation Program to 
become a Sister is open to: 

• single Catholic women (if 
previously married, with a 
Church annulment);
• with college or work  
experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy 
with God through prayer and 
life in community;
• who have the health and 
energy for community living 
and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to 
the charism of peace through 
justice with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

The Sisters on our Vocation Team are available to tell you more about our community or help you discern 
your call to religious life. We would also be happy to arrange a visit with one of our local communities of 
Sisters in New Jersey, the Pacific Northwest, or the United Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org 
Telephone: 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu 
Telephone: 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org 
Telephone: 425.467.5402

Sister Maureen Brennan, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com 
Telephone: 0115 9785816

“As we live our mission of peace, we continue to be enriched by the hope shared 
among us and brought to us by new members and by the lives of those who walk 
and work with us.”
                                                                                                          ~CSJP Constitution 78

Contact our Vocation Team

We are the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
(CSJP)— an international religious community of vowed women 
religious and women and men Associates. We were founded in 
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the inspiration of the Spirit, by 
Margaret Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare. Visit our website 
-www.csjp.org -  to learn more about becoming a CSJP.

Our vows express our 
response to God’s call to 
participate in the mission 
of Jesus Christ.

(CSJP Constitution 38)
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