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Community has been a tremendous gift in my life. I have 
shared community with amazing women of various ages, 
backgrounds, and cultures.  We share the common ground 
of the love of God, a desire to respond to the Gospel, and 
a spirit of fun that can only be experienced, not really ex-
plained.  Celebrations are a key to community life. This issue 
of our newsletter highlights our summer celebrations of Sister 
jubilarians and Sister graduates. Read along and celebrate 
with us!

Who knows, perhaps God is calling you to build community 
with us! I invite you to become acquainted with our religious 
community. We were founded in 1884 to promote Christ’s 
Gospel of Peace in family life, in the church, and in society. 
Our life of prayer and ministry lived in community sustains 
and challenges us in our mission of peace through justice.  
Learn more about us in this monthly newsletter or via our  
website, vocations blog, Facebook or on Twitter.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org
 

Praying with our Jubilarians & Graduates

www.csjp.org - www.csjpvocations.org

In daily living we  
create a community of 
warmth and trust by 
listening and sharing, 

by support, celebration 
and prayer.  

 

CSJP Constitution # 17

Sisters, Associates, family and friends 
join Sister Chero Chuma at the Seattle 
University baccalaureate mass held in 
St. James Cathedral in Seattle.

Community and 
friends choir at  
the Western  
jubilee liturgy.

Jubiliarians Sister 
Anne Collins and 
Sister Nancy Meister 
process at the end of 
the Eastern jubilee 
liturgy.
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Read what our new graduates and jubilarians have learned ...
Sister Dorothy Verna professed her perpetual 
vows last September. She has ministered as 
a professional nurse in hospitals, nursing 
homes, and out-patient settings.  She gradu-
ates this month with a Masters of Arts in Pas-
toral Studies.

 
It was a privilege to attend Seattle Univer-
sity’s School of Theology and Ministry, and I 
am grateful to the Leadership and Formation 
Team members who provided the opportunity. 
My courses and encounters with classmates and 
professors have been life-changing. Through my 
internship with the Mental Health Ministry of 
St. James Cathedral, I have added Companion-
ing with mentally ill persons to my ministerial 
repertoire, and I hope to continue this practice 
going forward. I am grateful for all the prayers 
sent my way during my time at STM. I greatly 
appreciate all the support I received from my 
local community at Grace House, the staff of 
St. Mary on the Lake, and the Sisters and As-
sociates of the Western Region.

Sister Chero’s mother 
traveled from Kenya to 
celebrate!

Sister Chero Chuma 
graduates this month 
from Seattle University 
with two degrees—a 
BSN in nursing and a 
BA in Theology &  
Religious Studies.

The two degrees have taught me how to partici-
pate in the experience of another with sensitivity 
to the pain or discomfort, and the willingness to 
share in that experience.

Theology classes in particular planted the seeds 
to attend to spiritual needs of my patients and 
their families, particularly in the face of death 
and bereavement. Being present, I am able to 
share in the meanings, and lived experience of 
the patient.  This has made me not to impose 
my own spiritual beliefs, but rather assist the 
patients and families to find strength in their 
own beliefs.

The nursing program 
has taught me how 
to understand the 
patient as a whole 
person.  To be pres-
ent in a way that is 
meaningful to both 
the patient and 
family. By doing so 
I am conveying that 
they and what they 
experience matter.

Sister Monica Heeran 
with Sister Chero at her 
nursing school pinning 
ceremony

Sister Susan Francois was a Bernardin Scholar 
at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago 
where she graduated in May with a Masters 
of Arts in Theology with an emphasis in Social 
Ethics and spirituality.

 
I feel very grateful for the opportunity to en-
gage in full time theological study. I was able 
to apply my experience as a social justice  
advocate and as Sister of St. Joseph of Peace. 
I now feel like I have a much deeper grounding 
in our Church’s social teachings.

Jubilee Time! This year we rejoice with 14 Sister 
jubilarians who are celebrating 75 years, 70 years, 
60 years, and 50 years as a Sister of St. Joseph of 
Peace, for a total of 880 years of ministry!

I invite you to journey with us and to become one 
with us and the God whom we serve with Love, 
Laughter, Joy and Fullness of Spirit.  Enjoy a 
sense of wholeness as a Sister of Saint Joseph of 
Peace as you give meaning to your life. 

~Sister Lucille Durso, CSJP  
Diamond Jubilarian (60 years)



Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

The Formation Program to 
become a Sister is open to: 

• single Catholic women (if 
previously married, with a 
Church annulment);
• with college or work  
experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy 
with God through prayer and 
life in community;
• who have the health and 
energy for community living 
and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to 
the charism of peace through 
justice with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

The Sisters on our Vocation Team are available to tell you more about our community or help you discern 
your call to religious life. We would also be happy to arrange a visit with one of our local communities of 
Sisters in New Jersey, the Pacific Northwest, or the United Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org 
Telephone: 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu 
Telephone: 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org 
Telephone: 425.467.5402

Sister Maureen Brennan, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com 
Telephone: 0115 9785816

“In accord with our charism we direct our formation toward the goal of peace 
for ourselves as individuals, for our life in community, and for our involvement in 
mission.”
                                                                                                          ~CSJP Constitution # 64

Contact our Vocation Team

Adapted from Rev. Ray Carey’s talk at 3rd Continental Congress on Vocations, Montreal, 2002.

We are the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
(CSJP)— an international religious community of vowed women 
religious and women and men Associates. We were founded in 
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the inspiration of the Spirit, by 
Margaret Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare. Visit our website 
-www.csjp.org -  to learn more about becoming a CSJP.

Formation is a life-
long process of  
creative growth... 

(CSJP Constitution # 63)
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