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Happy Summer!

I have always looked forward to the summer months. As a child, 
of course, I anticipated the freedom of summer vacation.  Today, 
as a Catholic Sister, what I look forward to most is my annual 
retreat.  It is a special time to reconnect with my loving God.  
No email or Facebook. No meetings or to-do lists.  It is simply a 
time to pray and reflect on God’s daily invitation to seek justice, 
love tenderly, and walk in the way of peace.

As you discern where God is calling you, I invite you to be-
come acquainted with our religious community. We were 
founded in 1884 to promote Christ’s Gospel of Peace in fam-
ily life, in the church, and in society. Our life of prayer and 
ministry lived in community sustains and challenges us in our 
mission of peace through justice.  Learn more about us in this 
monthly newsletter or via our website, vocations blog, Facebook 
or on Twitter.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org
 
A Journey of the Heart 
               ... a reflection by Sister Katrina Alton

www.csjp.org - www.csjpvocations.org

Retreat Notes (1897) 
by Mother Evangelista

“Here then is Jesus’ will—
that I be poor in spirit, be 
meek, that I mourn when 
God is offended, that I  
hunger and thirst after 

justice, that I be merciful, 
that I be pure of heart, that 
I be a peace-maker and that 
I may suffer persecution for 

justice sake.”  
 

So why, you may ask, would any-
one want to journey into the heart 
of religious life today? The simple 
answer is that God is still calling, 
and our charism is, I believe, still 
relevant.  ...  Any journey requires 
a letting go of the familiar, as our 
founder, Margaret Anna Cusack, 
knew only too well: “How often 
have I thought, what if I had decid-
ed to stay in Newry convent? What 
a long chain of events depended on 
my decision! I believe God has His 
own designs even when we least 
expect it, and leads us in the way 
He would have us go, if we are

Sisters Alexine Anderson,  
Katrina Alton, and Laurette  
Bergin recently joined with over 
50 religious from the  Westminster 
diocese  to share their founding 
stories, the ministries they are 
involved in today, and their hopes 
for the future as part of the Year 
for Consecrated Life.

not opposing His will.” Today, we 
as CSJP’s, are once more trying to 
discern God’s will for us, particu-
larly how to make real our com-
mitment to our 2014 Chapter Call 
(see next page).  So let us pray 
that the same Spirit that guided 
and inspired Mother Clare to 
respond to the needs of the poor 
and oppressed people of her day, 
may ignite in each of us a desire to 
walk, talk, and welcome into our 
communities the ‘stranger’, confi-
dent in Jesus’ promise: “Whatever 
you do to the least of my sisters 
and brothers you do to me.”

Sister Katrina professed first vows last Septem-
ber. This is an excerpt from  her article, “Every 
Day is a Journey,” in our magazine Living Peace.
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Sister Stories - Sisters Sheena George and Francena Dodd
Sister Sheena George professed her first vows 
as a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace last Septem-
ber. She is presently living with other CSJP 
Sisters in Jersey City, New Jersey and studies 
theology and psychology at Fordham Univer-
sity.  Here she reflects on her vowed life in 
community.

Living in communities with diversity of age, 
experience and personality has enriched me in 
so many ways. I experienced sisters who are 
deeply grounded, each with her own personal-
ity but united in purpose and spirit. I admire 
the hard work and commitment of our sisters 
working for peace and justice and at the same 
time  celebrating life with fun and cheer.

The Vows that I am committing my life for are 
an invitation to remain open to the surprises 
and transformations of life that calls me to be 
better than I am in my responses and reactions 
to people and events. I am also aware that the 
vows that I am promising to the Lord and to 
God’s people may not be able to do it perfectly 
but in my desiring, hoping and striving to do 
that I am brought to life through relationship 
with God, my community sisters and those with 
whom I minister. 

Sisters Harriet Hamilton, Sheena 
George, and Amalia Camacho visit at our 
Congregation Chapter.

Sister Francena Dodd celebrates 60 years as 
a Sister of St. Joseph 
of Peace this year!  She 
has ministered in health 
care, pastoral care and 
education in the U.S. 
and as a missionary in 
Cameroon. Here she 
reflects on her vocation 
journey, which began 
when she was a young 
woman in Ireland.

At the tender age of twenty I had my future all 
planned.  The convent was the furthest thought 
from my mind.  My youngest sister entered the 
convent in Cabra, Ireland, and a month or so 
later – WHAM! the Holy Spirit put the unthink-
able thought in my head.  Well, I decided to 
try it out knowing I could always come home.  
Ten of our sisters sailed on the Queen Mary and 
headed for our Novitiate in New Jersey.  It is a 
beautiful place.  Four of our group  were cho-
sen to go West – and that was a shock,  and we 
four arrived at our Novitiate in Bellingham  The 
green fields and trees reminded me of Ireland, 
and we settled in very well.   We were a new 
group of eight, four from Ireland, two from 
Canada and two from the United States. 

The highlight of the Novitiate years were re-
ception and first Profession.  I am so grateful to 
God and the Holy Spirit for my vocation.  I’m 
also thankful to my community for the myriad 
opportunities I received: My education, my few 
years teaching and my nursing degree.  I loved 
nursing and working in our hospitals where I 
made many lasting friends.  I am especially 
grateful for the opportunity to go to the Mis-
sions. I spent nine and a half years in Cameroon 
and loved the people and they loved us.  It was 
a fabulous experience. 

Chapter Call - Radical Hospitality

Disturbed by the Spirit, we recommit ourselves 
to Jesus’ way of radical hospitality.

We are called to a deeper and wider living of 
community for mission in company with poor 
and marginalized people. Our contempla-
tive discernment pushes us, individually and

as Congregation, to action; deeper mutual 
support enables us to take risks for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation.

As disciples of Jesus, we respond anew to 
the call of Mother Clare to be “brave, noble, 
large-minded and courageous souls.”

Every 6 years we gather at our Congregation Chapter 
to discern our future direction. Our 2014 Chapter Call 
invites us to radical hospitality.





Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

The Formation Program to 
become a Sister is open to: 

• single Catholic women (if 
previously married, with a 
Church annulment);
• with college or work  
experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy 
with God through prayer and 
life in community;
• who have the health and 
energy for community living 
and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to 
the charism of peace through 
justice with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

The Sisters on our Vocation Team are available to tell you more about our community or help you discern 
your call to religious life. We would also be happy to arrange a visit with one of our local communities of 
Sisters in New Jersey, the Pacific Northwest, or the United Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org 
Telephone: 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu 
Telephone: 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org 
Telephone: 425.467.5402

Sister Maureen Brennan, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com 
Telephone: 0115 9785816

“In accord with our charism we direct our formation toward the goal of peace 
for ourselves as individuals, for our life in community, and for our involvement in 
mission.”
                                                                                                          ~CSJP Constitution # 64

Contact our Vocation Team

We are the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
(CSJP)— an international religious community of vowed women 
religious and women and men Associates. We were founded in 
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the inspiration of the Spirit, by 
Margaret Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare. Visit our website 
-www.csjp.org -  to learn more about becoming a CSJP.

Formation is a life-
long process of  
creative growth... 

(CSJP Constitution # 63)
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