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 Did you know that every Pope since Paul VI has called on 
the church to begin the year by praying for World Peace 
on January 1st? In his 2016 World Day of Peace message, 
Pope Francis asks us to overcome indifference to the suf-
fering of our human and earth community in order to win 
peace. He observes that indifference “contributes to the 
absence of peace with God, with our neighbor, and with 
the environment.” Pope Francis invites us to build a  
culture of solidarity and mercy to overcome indifference.
 
This New Year’s edition of our newsletter shares some ways 
our CSJP Sisters act in solidarity to help overcome indiffer-
ence. We were founded in 1884 by Mother Francis Clare who 
was deeply moved by the sufferings of poor and oppressed 
people. Our life of prayer and ministry lived in community 
sustains and challenges us in our mission of peace through 
justice.  Learn more about us in this monthly newsletter or via 
our website, vocations blog, Facebook or on Twitter.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org

New Year’s Prayer for Peace

www.csjp.org - www.csjpvocations.org

“The weight of suffering 
and oppression borne by 
so many people today, 

especially those who are 
economically poor, cries 

out to us for action. 

Our response demands a 
firm commitment to work 
for justice in solidarity 

with our sisters 
and brothers.”

Constitution no. 21

Every year on New Year’s Eve, the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Peace invite friends and neigh-
bors to join them in walking the labyrinth for 
peace in the world at St. Mary-on-the-Lake, 
our western regional center.  The labyrinth is 
open for prayer during the afternoon, fol-
lowed by a peace prayer service with the 
Sisters in the Chapel. The annual event is  
organized by the Peace and Spirituality  
Center, a Congregation ministry located at St. 
Mary-on-the-Lake in Bellevue, Washington.

God of Peace, fill me with your peace.
God of Peace, bless the world. 

http://www.csjp.org
http://www.csjpvocations.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sisters-of-St-Joseph-of-Peace/104607556255304?fref=ts
https://https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sisters-of-St-Joseph-of-Peace
mailto:sfrancois%40cjsp.org?subject=newsletter%20inquiry
http://www.csjp.org 
www.csjpvocations.org


Sister Stories: Solidarity in Action

The Cry of the Earth & Cry of the Poor             

“Hear both the cry of the earth and the cry 
of the poor” [Pope Francis] was the banner 
Sisters Mindy McDonald and Maureen D’Auria 
walked with on November 29 to send a mes-
sage to the United Nations Climate Change 
Paris Summit. The planet needed them to put 
forth a plan for the Common Good of all. As 
they joined hundreds of people in New York 
City, other demonstrations were happening 
around the world. There were little children 
and other peace activists. It was a great day, 
and this peace and justice action was one of 
many that made a difference. There is a treaty 
signed by all at the Summit to make change in 
care for all creation!

Walking as Peacemakers

In the face of recent terrorist attacks, Sisters 
Olivia Killeen and Maureen Brennan joined 
with other Faith leaders in Nottingham, 
England to walk for peace and promote 
unity. More than 65 people, of the Muslim 
and Christian community, visited a number 
of religious centres in the area including two 
mosques and three churches. 

Shuguftah Quddoos, who helped organise 
the walk, told the walkers: “What I’d like is for 
us to have conversations with people on this 
walk who we would not normally speak to.  
Take this opportunity to build relationships 
because that is the only way we will build 
harmony and peace in our neighbourhood.  
We are walking as peacemakers”.

Sister Maureen  (holding CSJP sign) and Sister 
Olivia with the other peace walkers

Welcoming Asylum Seekers
by Sister Bridgetta Rooney

Sister Bridgetta (to left 
of sign) and others 
ready to meet and 
greet asylum seekers

I have recently joined a very enthusiastic group 
of people in Loughborough, England  who take it 
in turns to “meet and greet” asylum seekers who 
come to sign on at the Loughborough Immigra-
tion Enforcement Centre. It is a very stressful time 
for them, worrying in case their status has been 
changed and they have been refused asylum.

Volunteers meet the people, tell them where 
the café is, and what they can get, and also 
give them information about refugee services 
in each of their towns. Part of the service is 
to listen to their stories, especially those who 
have been refused and are frightened of the

consequences. Some do not come out but are 
taken immediately to the detention centres for 
deportation.

Please keep these men and women in your 
prayers as all of them feel very vulnerable 
since the Paris massacre and just wish to get 
a better life for themselves.

Sisters Miindy and Maureen in New York City



Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

The Formation Program to 
become a Sister is open to: 

• single Catholic women (if 
previously married, with a 
Church annulment);
• with college or work  
experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy 
with God through prayer and 
life in community;
• who have the health and 
energy for community living 
and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to 
the charism of peace through 
justice with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

The Sisters on our Vocation Team are available to tell you more about our community or help you discern 
your call to religious life. We would also be happy to arrange a visit with one of our local communities of 
Sisters in New Jersey, the Pacific Northwest, or the United Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org 
Telephone: 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu 
Telephone: 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org 
Telephone: 425.467.5402

Sister Maureen Brennan, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com 
Telephone: 0115 9785816

“In accord with our charism we direct our formation toward the goal of peace 
for ourselves as individuals, for our life in community, and for our involvement in 
mission.”
                                                                                                          ~CSJP Constitution # 64

Contact our Vocation Team

We are the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
(CSJP)— an international religious community of vowed women 
religious and women and men Associates. We were founded in 
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the inspiration of the Spirit, by 
Margaret Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare. Visit our website 
-www.csjp.org -  to learn more about becoming a CSJP.

Formation is a life-
long process of  
creative growth... 

(CSJP Constitution # 63)
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