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 Sometimes it might seem as if those of us who celebrate 
the liturgical season of Advent are out of sync. We light 
our Advent candles and sing hymns of anticipation amidst 
the hustle and bustle of the Christmas shopping season. 
I had this thought this weekend as I braved the Black 
Friday crowds in search of purple and pink candles for 
our Advent wreath among a sea of red and green already 
on the shelves.

Advent is a time of grace and a wonderful opportunity for 
prayer and discernment.  This special Advent edition of our 
Vocation newsletter offers some resources for reflection this 
season.   Of course, we also invite you to become acquainted 
with our religious community. Our life of prayer and ministry 
lived in community sustains and challenges us in our mission 
of peace through justice.  Learn more about us in this monthly 
newsletter or via our website, vocations blog, Facebook or on 
Twitter.

Blessings of Advent Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org

Advent Reflection: Amazing Act of Love
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“We identify with Mary’s 
acceptance of the word of 
God in her life and aspire 
to her spirit of openness 

and wholehearted  
response.”

Constitution no. 42

An excerpt from the Advent Letter from our 
Leadership Team to the CSJP community 

Such confidence our God has in humanity’s 
destiny to send a child—and not just any 
child—but God’s own beloved child into the 
fray of human chaos.  What was God thinking?!
 
The only conceivable answer is Love......a 
magnanimous love beyond our comprehen-
sion.  God’s promise to be with us and God’s 
invitation to transform our lives, our hearts, 
our consciousness is played out and fulfilled 
from the inside of human experience.  This 
amazing act of love has offered us a trans-
formative opportunity...... for humanity and 
for all of creation.

The recognition of and acting upon this 
most generous love is the work of a lifetime 
for each of us.

Jesus has shown us how to live, how to love.  
His life informs our being and our acting.  

May we recommit ourselves to Christ being 
born in us this Advent season. Come Lord 
Jesus!  Come continue to transform our 
hearts to yours.
 
Blessings of peace this Advent season!
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Go to Mary: An Advent Prayer & Discernment Resource

Read and reflect on Mary’s Magnificat in 
the Gospel of Luke (1: 46-55).

Consider the great things God has done in 
your life. How are you called to respond? 
 

How do you experience God’s mercy? 
In what ways do you hunger for justice 
and desire to build peace in our world? 
 

Ask Mary to journey with you in your  
vocation discernment.

Read the Advent reflection on the first 
page of this newsletter.

Give thanks for the transformative power 
of God’s amazing love in your life.

How might you recommit to Christ being 
born in you this Advent season?

“Let us go to Mary. Let us devote our Advent 
to Mary.” 

~Mother Francis Clare Cusack, 
founder of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace,  

Meditations for Advent & Easter (1866)

“Mary is our model of faith because she 
listened, pondered, and contemplated the 
word of God in her life, and witnessed to 
it in action. Her example calls us to be 
receptive to God’s word and to act upon 
it. Her Magnificat strengthens our resolve 
to work for justice.”

~CSJP Constitution no. 35

Pope Francis invites us to consider Advent 
as a journey, a journey to the “horizon of 
hope.” In his words:

“The season of Advent ... restores this horizon 
of hope, a hope which does not disappoint, 
for it is founded on God’s word. ...

The model of this spiritual disposition, of 
this way of being and journeying in life, 
is the Virgin Mary. A simple girl from the 
country who carries within her heart the 
fullness of hope in God! In her womb, 
God’s hope took flesh, it became man, it 
became history: Jesus Christ.

Her Magnificat is the canticle of the 
People of God on a journey, and of all 
men and women who hope in God and in 
the power of God’s mercy.  Let us allow 
ourselves to be guided by her, she who is 
mother, a mamma and knows how to guide 
us. Let us allow ourselves to be guided by 
her during this season of active waiting 
and watchfulness.”

~Pope Francis quotes taken from his  
December 1, 2013 Angelus message

Spend time with Mary this Advent ...

On the journey with Mary ...
Her Magnificat (Luke 1: 46-55)

“The mighty one has done great 
things for me ...”

For Reflection



Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

The Formation Program to 
become a Sister is open to: 

• single Catholic women (if 
previously married, with a 
Church annulment);
• with college or work  
experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy 
with God through prayer and 
life in community;
• who have the health and 
energy for community living 
and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to 
the charism of peace through 
justice with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

The Sisters on our Vocation Team are available to tell you more about our community or help you discern 
your call to religious life. We would also be happy to arrange a visit with one of our local communities of 
Sisters in New Jersey, the Pacific Northwest, or the United Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org 
Telephone: 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu 
Telephone: 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org 
Telephone: 425.467.5402

Sister Maureen Brennan, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com 
Telephone: 0115 9785816

“In accord with our charism we direct our formation toward the goal of peace 
for ourselves as individuals, for our life in community, and for our involvement in 
mission.”
                                                                                                          ~CSJP Constitution # 64

Contact our Vocation Team

We are the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
(CSJP)— an international religious community of vowed women 
religious and women and men Associates. We were founded in 
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the inspiration of the Spirit, by 
Margaret Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare. Visit our website 
-www.csjp.org -  to learn more about becoming a CSJP.

Formation is a life-
long process of  
creative growth... 

(CSJP Constitution # 63)
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