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 This Easter season has found me reflecting on the  
profound gift, challenge, and promise of hope. I do 
not have a pollyana-like viewpoint of hope or an  
unfounded optimism. Rather as a Christian, my hope 
is grounded in the love of God.  Each of us, as Easter 
people, must be creators of hope in our families, 
communities, and within our own hearts. God works 
through our hope, filling chasms and bridging divides.

This edition of our newsletter shares some ways our CSJP 
sisters are facing the future with gratitude and hope. We 
were founded in 1884 by Mother Francis Clare to promote 
peace in family life, in the church, and in society. Today 
our life of prayer and ministry lived in community sustains 
and challenges us in our mission of peace through justice.  
Learn more about us in this monthly newsletter or via our web-
site, vocations blog, Facebook or on Twitter.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org
 

Facing the Future - Community Plan
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“Cast the anchor of hope 
into the Heart of love, 

and all things shall work 
together...”

 
~Mother Francis Clare 

(Margaret Anna Cusack)
Meditations for Advent & Easter (1866)

As a Congregation, we have been actively planning 
for what we call our “preferred future.”  We are 
guided by our desire to ensure that our charism and 
mission of peace live into the future.  The Leadership 
Team has appointed a steering committee to direct the 
implementation of the comprehensive community plan 
over the coming years. This committee includes three 
newer vowed members. Other groups across the 
Congregation are actively engaged in helping imple-
ment this plan for the future.

Confident of God’s faithful love
and collaborating with others who work 
for justice and peace,
we face the future with gratitude and hope.

~CSJP Constitution 12  

Members of the Comprehensive Community 
Plan Implementation Steering Committee

http://www.csjp.org
http://www.csjp.org
http://www.csjpvocations.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sisters-of-St-Joseph-of-Peace/104607556255304?fref=ts
https://https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sisters-of-St-Joseph-of-Peace
mailto:sfrancois%40cjsp.org?subject=newsletter%20inquiry
http://www.csjp.org 
www.csjpvocations.org


The Hope Shared Among Us ...

Beacons of Blessings
by Sister Noreen Twomey, CSJP

Springtime begins our annual celebration of 
our Jubilarians on their 25th, 50th, 60th, 70th, 
75th, or 80th anniversaries of becoming a 
sister. At our jubilee celebration in New Jersey 
this month, Sister Noreen Twomey, herself a 
60th jubilarian, offered a beautiful reflection, 
part of which is excerpted below. The entire 
text is on our vocations blog.

5-6 decades ago, the spark of God’s call was 
sensed & responded to by five young women, 
today’s jubilarians, who dared to take a leap 
of faith, who traveled from far and near to test 
the call offered to them and countless others: 
“Come & See.”
    And so they can and saw and stayed.

In time the Call was tended & nurtured & 
sparked into a flame of faith in the heart and 
spirit of each woman who committed herself to 
pursue her vocation to serve God’s people as 
a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace. ...

From the beginning, they pondered & won-
dered, queried  & prayed to discern the Divine 
Plan, to say YES to the commitment which 
would sustain them to navigate change, to be 
faithful to the Call which led them to this Con-
gregation, to this time & place, to this day’s 
celebration of thanksgiving.

Kites not drones

And so, in time, they 
became involved in educa-
tion & healthcare, in El-
derCare & KinderCare, in 
serving dependent adults 
& children, those needing 
mentoring & nurturing & 
a place to live - all giving 
heart and life to the mis-
sion of the Congregation - 
the linchpin of God’s call & 
plan to become beacon of 
blessings for others.

Sister Noreen on her 
jubilee day!

Sister Katrina Alton, one of 
our temporary professed, 
took part in the first “Fly 
Kites Not Drones” event 
in Glasgow, Scotland on 
Palm Sunday. In solidarity 
with the Afghan Peace 
Volunteers over 60 people 
gathered under a blue sky 
to fly kites, and to pray 
that children everywhere 

may have that same freedom without the fear of 
death that drone warfare brings. As you can see 
‘children’ of all ages had a wonderful day!

Discernment Opportunities
in Washington State  & New Jersey

Cape May Point, New Jersey
for women and men 21-45 curious about 
religious life. Organized by local vocation 
directors of various communities.

To register or for more information: 
 comeandsea2016@gmail.com
Register by May 10

VIVA! A weekend retreat
May 14 - 15, 2016
Lacey, Washington

for women (20-40 years)
exploring a call to religious life

Sponsored by Seattle Archdio-
cese Religious Vocation Com-
mittee and Western Washington 
SERRA Clubs

To register or for information: 
 lucywynkoop@gmail.com
Register by May 6th

Come & See anytime! To arrange a 
visit, contact a member of our vocation 
team near you (info on next page)



Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

The Formation Program to 
become a Sister is open to: 

• single Catholic women (if 
previously married, with a 
Church annulment);
• with college or work  
experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy 
with God through prayer and 
life in community;
• who have the health and 
energy for community living 
and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to 
the charism of peace through 
justice with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

The Sisters on our Vocation Team are available to tell you more about our community or help you discern 
your call to religious life. We would also be happy to arrange a visit with one of our local communities of 
Sisters in New Jersey, the Pacific Northwest, or the United Kingdom. 

Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org 
Telephone: 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu 
Telephone: 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org 
Telephone: 425.467.5402

Sister Maureen Brennan, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
maureenbrennancsjp@gmail.com 
Telephone: 0115 9785816

“As we live our mission of peace, we continue to be enriched by the hope shared 
among us and brought to us by new members and by the lives of those who walk 
and work with us.”
                                                                                                          ~CSJP Constitution 78

Contact our Vocation Team

We are the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
(CSJP)— an international religious community of vowed women 
religious and women and men Associates. We were founded in 
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the inspiration of the Spirit, by 
Margaret Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare. Visit our website 
-www.csjp.org -  to learn more about becoming a CSJP.

Our vows express our 
response to God’s call to 
participate in the mission 
of Jesus Christ.

(CSJP Constitution 38)
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